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H The amazing metal man 


G | BILLY THE KID 


The fastest gun in the 
West 


PADDY PAYNE 


Warrior of the Skies 


CAPTAIN CONDOR 


Exe) Ace space pilot 











Meet them all in super picture-story 
adventures every Monday in 


PHANTOM FORCE FIVE 


EUROPE LAY HELPLESS tN THE SHADOW OF THE SWASTIKA f 


IN FOUR SHORT WEEKS OF @4/7ZKRIEG, FAST-MOVING GERMAN 
ARMOURED COLUMNS HAD BEATEN FRANCE; BELGIUM ANO HOLLANO 
INTO THE DUST OF DEFEAT. ONLY BRITAIN REMAINED UNCONQUERED 
ANDO WHEN THE 8OMBER HORDES OF THE VAUNTED LUFTWAFFE 
POURED ACROSS THE CHANNEL TO POUND THE PROUD ISLE TO 
RUBBLE, A HANDFUL OF R.A.R FIGHTER PILOTS TORE 

THEM FROM THE SKY~*TO WIN UNOYING GLORY es 
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Phantom Force Five 


Chapter, PRELUDE TO ASSAULT 


lso CRIPPLING WERE THE GERMAN AIR ARMADA LOSSES THAT THE WHOLE 
INVASION OF BRITAIN HAD TO SE ABANDONED. FURIOUS AT BEING BALKED 
OF HIS PREY, ADOLF HITLER COMMANDED HIS GREY-CLAD ARMIES TO 
MARCH AGAIN ~~ SOUTH. TO AUSTRIA ... AGAIWVST YUGOSLAVIA / 


7 A 


... THE ILL-ARMED AND OUTNUMBEREB YUGOSLAVS 
FOUGHT GALLANTLY BUT HOPELESSLY AGAINST 
THE MASSIVE NAZI MILITARY MACHINE a 3 
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IN _A_DEVOURING WAVE OF FLAME ANO FURY; THE GERMANS THRUST INTO THE 
HEART OF GREECE. THE TINY GREEK ARMY FOUGHT BACK COURAGEOUSLY +~ BUT 
HOPELESSLY. 7AENV 4ELP CAMES BRITISH WARSHIPS DASHED. NORTH 
FROM EGYPT, LADEN WITH TROOPS .-- 
GET THEM ON THE TRUCKS _ 
AT THE DOUBLE, SERGEANT! 
WE'RE GOING STRAIGHT TO 
THE FRONT LINE -~AND EVERY 
SECOND IS VITAL / 





LATEST ORDERS FROM H.Q., REGGIE. 
WE'VE GOT TO HOLO JERRY OFF THIS 
POSITION: UNTIL. MIDNIGHT ~~ THEN PULL 
BACK ABOUT FIVE. MILES. THE WHOLE 


RIGHT, SIR ~<A 


COUPLE MORE JUMPS LIKE 
THIS, AND WE’LL BE 
FIGHTING FROM SAND- 
CASTLES ON THE BEACH S 
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iN THREE WEEKS OF SAVAGE FIGHTING; THE GREEKS AND f{- 
BRITISH WERE ‘SLOWLY FORCED SOUTHWARDS UNTIL THEIR 
BACKS WERE TO THE SEA ~~AND ONLY ONE MORE’, 
COMMAND COULD BE GIVEN ~~ 4“dCOM7E GREECE « 


Eg” SAME OLD STORY~- BROWNED OFF AT 
COME TO PULL YOU) APTERNOON'S. FISHING gy 
y EH, MATEP WHERE Je / NEXT STOP, 
ARE YOU TAKING US, THE SUNNY 
ANYWAY >? 


ANO_ EVEN WHILE THE BRITISH WARSHIPS WERE PICKING UP THE BATTLE 
WEARY SOLDIERS, THE GERMANS WERE ALSO TALKING OF CRETE ~*AT AN 


ARMY “PLANNING CONFERENCE ... 


THE GLORIOUS WEHRMACHT HAS DRIVEN THE GREEKS 
AND BRITISH OUT LIKE RABBLE~-~THEY ARE DEMORALISEDS 
NOW WE MUST STRIKE HARD AND FAST TO KEEP THEM 
RUNNING / OUR NEXT OBJECTIVE IS CRETE ~~ AWO 
THEN (GERITANY WILL HAVE A DAGGER AMHED 
AT THE SUEZ CANAL 6 - PLANS Fi , 
WWAOIVG CRETE With BE MADE AT ONCE: 
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BUT THE ALLIES, AS WELL, KNEW THE IMPORTANCE OF THE. & 
SMALL ROCKY ISLANO BETWEEN GREECE AND ALEXANDRIA. & 


AT BRITISH’ MIDDLE EAST 


GENTLEMEN~~ AT THE MOMENT OUR 
Ra FORCES FROM. GREECE ARE LANDING 
MIN CRETE. | HAVE NO DOUBT THAT 
A THE ENEMY WILL ATTACK AS SOON 
AS_HE CAN! 8U7_ WE MUST. HOZLO | 
OUT THERE FOR AT LEAST 
THREE WEEKS? 





THE GENERAL'S. EYES SWEPT THE ORDERS WENT OUT ~~ AND THE ARMY 
THE RING OF GRAVE FACES CAMPS IN THE ZONE WERE COMBED FOr 
ABOUT HIM . MEN NOT ON ESSENTIAL DUTIES. THAT VERY 
q AFTERNOON IT REACHED A ‘YOUNG, 
; SHOULDERED INFANTRY OFFICER WHO HAD 
BEEN IN TRANSIT TO THE FAR EAST... 


SO THAT’S THE POSITION, 
LIEUTENANT CARTER. YOU WILL 
BE IN COMMAND OF THE MEN & 
| HAVE RAKED UP_TO SEND 
TO CRETE. YOUR POSTING TO 
THE FAR EAST WILL HAVE TO WAIT, 
TILL THIS SHOW IS OVER J 


IN THAT “TIME 5 

OP REINFORCEMENTS, WILL 
REACH THE CANAL ZONE FROM 

ENGLAND AND HOLD IT 
AGAINST ANY GERMAN THRUST é 3 
FROM CRETE. 807 W 7AE ; as 'T SOUNDS 
MEANTIME, EVERY ALALC WHO i : AS JF Pie 
C4V BE SPARED MUST BE BE WORTH THE 
SENT 70. CRETE TO OEFEND171\ & OELAY, SIR’ / 
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T AS HE FOLLOWED THE MAJOR OUT, THE ENTHUSIASM SHOCKED FROM 
RIEU TENANT. CARTER'S KEEN GREY EYES ~~ AS HE SAW- NE ‘MEN HE. WAS 
TO LEAD INTO ACTION 





HMMM / THEY DON’T LOOK OT _EVEN' A DAY, MISTER CARTER! 
AS AF CTHEY?VE HAD A AD BEEN SACRE MEN AND .CLERKS: SINCE 
WEEK’S COMBAT SERVICE,7 THEY ARRIVED IN THE MIDDLE EAST / 
BETWEEN THEM, SIR / WELL, THAT FRUCK. WILL TAKE ‘YOU TO. 
THE. DOCKSIDE NOW, 50 THERE 
ALL ‘YOURS / 


GLIVE'S RUGGED FEATURES [7c ” THANK “YOU, CORPORAL. 
SET HARD WITH GRIM SENIOR _N.G.O., GET IEM LOADED INTO 7 
CETERA NATION. “THESE ED ALL ORRY=- WE MOVE OFF 


BIRD'S NESTS DOWN 
THE BARRELS / 
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ee Leia an UNTIDY SCRAMELE ON TO THE LORRY AS THE CORPORAL 
PED RDOER . NO ABOVE THE CLATTER oe JB0o} TS AND WEAPONS, 
cive HEARD One MURMUR OF GRUMBLING VOICES . 


YEP ~~ AND WHEN THEY SAID 

SO: WAT. THEY WERE SHORT. OF CLERKS 

Ky. | VOLUNTEERED TO BE ONE +s 

NSOUITy. CHALE LOOK WHERE IT’S GOT ME~ 
> RIGHT SAnnee! NEVER AGAIN, MATE ,/ 








WRAP UP THE 
o/ NATTERING, YOU TWO 
HERBERTS eu oo PLL 


THE 
LORRY: pun }\ 
HE DOCKS / 


MOTOR TORPEDO BOATS WERE BUSY LOADING STORES AND TROOPS IN: 
rprcirotge HARBOUR .WHEN THE TRUCK rested hme WITHIN “TEN. MINUTES 
CLIVE. HAD: BEEN ALLOCATED A BOAT ~~ AND MEN FILEO ABOARD... . 


fe0R-- Just Seed ar YOU WAIT TILL WE GET: OUT | 
OPEN eae ae CHUM =~ WITH Tas 


IS PARK POND 
Mazes") ME FEEL SK, LOAG ON 


LL GO. THROUGI 
THE WAVES, Wot OVER vem 
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SOON AFTERWARDS A SMALL FLEET OF HEAVILY, 
LADEN. M.7.B.’S_ LEFT ON A JOURNEY THAT 
BECAME A LIVING NIGHTMARE TO THE CLOSELY } 
PACKEO TROOPS ON. BOARD. THE BOATS 
WALLOWED ANO ROLLED SICKENINGLY WITH 
EVERY WAVE_IN THE NEXT FORTY-EIGHT HOURS 
OF WRETCHED AGONY...UNTIL FINALLY ... 


LUMME, were \f YouR LADS SEEM 
THERE / GOOD OLD \ REAL ANXIOUS TO 
ORY LAND AGAIN A GET ASHORE, CLIVE. 

AT LAST / 





a 


SKsmBMRES A TED: 
— me 


iS 
CERTAIN ~~ BY THE 
LOOK OF °EM : 
THEY’LL FIGHT 
DARNED HARD TO 


THAN THAT 
TRIP AGAIN / 


THE BOATS. CURVED IN AS CLOSE AS. THEY DARED 

WADED ASHORE THROUGH THE FOAMING SURF. A 

OFFICER MET CLIV = 
VERY GOOD, ’SIR 


LIEUTENANT=- FROM NOW THE MEN NEED A. 
ON YOUR OUTFIT IS ‘FORCE DECENT MARCH TO 
FIVE’. YOURE TO TAKE UP 
A_DEFENSIVE POSITION 

ON_KASOVAN! AIRFIELD, 

R TEN MILES NORTH. 
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w COR, CHALKY, HE'S. 
LED Us STRAIGHT AS 
A DIE, OVER GROUND 
A MOUNTAIN GOAT 

A WOULON’T LIKE! WHY 





BECAUSE IT Rey, | eS 4 
" WOULD HAVE . ieee Be | 
TAKEN US TWICE AS S 4 it. 
ING» TOSH «~ ANDO 


“LOI in O75 ] te 
ANYWAY, WERE THERE N 
NOW, THE AIRFIELD’S , GAL * k 
f RSet bc II 
i 


| 


ALL AROUND THE AIRFIELD MEN WERE DIGGING DEFENCE POSTS ~~ AND AS 
"FORCE FIVE MARCHED UP, A 
OVER THE TARMAC IN A JEEP 


HAWK- FACED INFANTRY. COLONEL RACED 
eee - - : WJ 
GLAD TO HAVE YOU, LAODIE. 
"M_ COMMANDING THE AIRFIELD 
DEFENCES. WE’RE TO HOLO IT 
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CLIVE FOLLOWED THE COLONEL’S 
SWEEPING HAND... 


THERE’S A HUNDRED 
YARD GAP OVER 
THERE BETWEEN AN 
AUSTRALIAN COMPANY 
AND ONE OF MY UNITS.A, 
YOU, PUT YOUR 
FORCE THERE / 





WELL FILL UP 

THE HOLE, SIR ~~ 7 
CORPORAL ‘GET, THE |g 
MEN: MOVING / Jae 


AS THEY. REACHED THEIR POSITIONS; ENS SITED THE SLIT TRENCHES ~“ANO THE 
"FORCE FIVE’ MEN BEGAN TO DIG HE BATTLE SEASONED AUSTRALIANS ON THE 


RIGHT TOOK ONE SCORNFUL LOOK AT THEIR INEXPERIENCED: EFFI 


GREEN POMMIES. COBBERS, 
WE'VE GOT A RIGHT, OUTFIT 
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CLIVE CARTER WORKED LUKE TEN MEN THAT DAY. HE WAS EVERYWHERE ~~ 
COMMANDING, ADVISING, EVEN HELPING, UNTIL HIS MUSCLES: WERE BITING KNOTS 
ot poaaes THANKS ONLY TO HIM WERE THE DEFENCE POSTS. ANY GOOD AT 


Wit E i MAYBE ~~ BUT HE'S DONE 
MORE GY HIMSELF:THAN MOST 
‘OF YOU HALF-BAKED OAFS 
PUT TOGETHER! SO STOW 
It AND KEEP” DIGGING / 





XT THIRTY-SIX HOURS THEY CROUCHED IN. 
: + «WAITING... WAITING «00 
UNTIL THEIR_NERVES WERE SCRAPED RAW WITH 
TENSION ... 7HEV SUDDENLY 17 HAPPENEO f 
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NINE GLADIATORS SPED DOWN THE RUNWAY; 
ENGINES THUNDERING WITH FULL UNLEASHED 
POWER... THEY LIFTED CLEAR, THE DAWN 
SUN GLINTING ON .BROWN COATED WINGS .-. 





OUR_AIRFIELDS, THEM 
AIRFORCE WILL RULE: 


WHAT’S JERRY'S 

IDEA ~~ HAVING A’ 
SASH AT THIS 
AIRFIELD, SIR P. 


ANO THEN THEY CAME! A FLEET.OF SLEEK, ae 


GERMAN ME IOS FIGHTERS HALF A MILE WIDE AND A 
MILE DEEP. THE GALLANT GLADIATOR PILOTS DID NOT 
OEVIATE AN INCH. GUNS BLAZING: THEY TORE-IN «es 


RED LEADER CALLING. 

TEN TO ONE EACH, 

LADS ~~ WE CAN 

_ HARDLY, MISS / 
‘TALLY HO% 


Phantom Force Five 


THAT SPLENDID -MANOFUL OF, GSRITISA, 
PULOTS WERE MAGMFYCENT/ OUTSPEEDED, 
QUTGUNNED 8Y THE MODERN GERMAN FIGHTERS, 
THEY FLEW THEIR BULLET RIDDLED WRECKS 
INTO THE HEART OF THE ENEMY FORCE ... AND 
A SCORE OF BLACK-CROSSED FIGHTERS SPUN 
EARTHWARDS ... - 


...BUT THE ODOS WERE TOO’ MUCH: EVEN: FOQ 
SUCH UNQUENCHABLE COURAGE, ONE 6Y ONE THE’ 
WERE BLASTED FROM THE SKY BY CHATTERING 
SPANDAY MACHINE GUNS . pe 








I4 Phantom Force Five 


DARKENING THE DAWNING SKY, THE 
STREAMLINED MESSERSCHMITTS SWEPT |« 
OVER ‘THE AIRFIELD ~~AND A SQUADRON 
BROKE .OFF, TO HURTLE DOWN WITH- 
GUNS LASHING FLAME AND LEAD... 





HECK, THEYRE 
GIVING US A 
REAL PASTING 
NOW, SIR / 


IT’S NOTHING TO WHAT'S 

COMING NEXT ~~ LOOK 
JU.FIFTY-TWO TROOP 
(EY MUST 


THE AIR SHUDDERED WITH THE DRONE 
ENGINES AS THE LUMBERING JU.52'S 
FLEW OVER .... 40 A AWVER OF MEN 
POURED FROM EACH ‘ONE 4 E 


= 


THE GERMAN AIRBORNE 
WUASION OF CRETE: 
HAD 8EGUN S 
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Crapterr. AIRBORNE INVA 


PARACHUTES BLOSSOMED THICKLY IN THE 
BLUE SKY... AND DRIFTED DOWN TO 
PATCH-PATTERN THE DARK EARTH HALF 
A MILE WEST OF THE AIRFIELD. THE 
PARACHUTISTS FORMED UP SWIFTLY... 





THEY'RE COMING , 
STRAIGHT FOR US / 


DROPPING SMOKE. BOMBS RIGHT IN 
5 HIDING THE ADVANCE OF THE BATTLE- 
PARACHUTISTS ... OV7ZZ IST MOME/ 


“3 -, f 
ts eteey 
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BULLETS RIPPED INTO THE FAST ADVANCING GERMANS. MANY FELL «~ BUT FoR 
EVERY CASUALTY, FIVE MORE SEEMED TO EMERGE FROM THEIR SWIRLING 


SMOKE SCREEN 


AT LEAST WE’RE MAKING 
*EM HUG THE GROUND 
FOR COVER, SIR «- BUT 
WHY OON’T THE AUSSIES 
ON OUR RIGHT GIVE 

US A HAND P 


BY A CRUEL TWIST OF FATE, 
THE ENEMY PARACHUTISTS 
WERE THROWING THE WHOLE 
WEIGHT OF THEIR ASSAULT 
AGAINST THE WEAKEST PART 
OF THE BRITISH DEFENCES~~ 





THEYRE GOING TO CHARGE 

AGAIN, ANY MOMENT -~ 4A2 
WEVE’ GOT _7O HAVE HELPS 
CORPORAL, SEND A MAN THROUGH 
TO THE AUSSIES TO. BRING "EM 
‘OVER ~~ WAILE WE 

ATTACK 7Q HOLO THE 

VERRIES OM TIL. THEY 
GET HERE? 
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SAL WHITE'S SHOUTED ORDER TO_A NEARBY LP _ANOD AT ¢ 
ENCH SENT A TIGHT-LIPPED_ MAN SCUTTLING KAN FORCE FIVE f 
THROUGH THE SMOKE SCREEN TOWARDS THE: —AVYONE TS ++ 
AUSTRALIANS --. UUS7 AS 7E GERMANS ff WAAAaGE SD 
SURGED FORNUARO WV ,g = 
AN ALL OUT CHARGE | 
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EANWHILE, GUN MUZZLES RAW WITH : 
LIVID FLAME, THE TWO CHARGING FORCES |. OBE 
Woorng =* ANNA sAInGE ano =To- | ( TOs, O16cERs 
‘HAND FIGHT BEGAN:... A GET HERE FAST, 






e Five 


SIR 


THE GERMANS WERE BATTLE -HARDENED: 
DI A DOZEN, CAMPAIGNS == ANG 
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THERE WAS NO TIME FOR CHALKY TO PROTEST~~ ONLY ‘TO-OBEY~-AND HIS SHOUT 
OREW THE BATTERED MEN OF “FORCE FIVE* BACK~~ SAVELDEO BY CLIVE 
CARTER'S SCYTHING SHEET OF FLAME AND LEAD f 





STEP BY STEP ‘HE RETREATED, GUARDING. THE “FORCE FIVE* SUR! AND 
REACHED THEIR TRENCHES ~~ WHEW A SEARCHING GERMAN 
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SHOTS SNARLED VICIOUSLY ALL AROUND 
CHALKY WHITE AS HE LEAPED TO THE 
SENSELESS OFFICER'S SIDE ~~ AND 
STUMBLED BACK ‘THROUGH THE WHINING 
STORM OF STEEL WITH HIM. 


BY JINGO ~~ 


1 THOUGHT WE"D }. 


HAO IT THEN / 


FOR A MOMENT THE GERMAN 
ONSLAUGHT WAS HALTED... AND 
FIFTY YAROS AWAY, BEYONO THE 
DENSE SMOKE BARRIER, A GROANINGs 
TEETH-GRITTED FIGURE DRAGGED 
BMSELF ‘NEARER AN AUSTRALIAN 


= JU 

JERRY'S THROWING JACKASSES +~ 

EVERY THING ..- THE ATTACK ON 

THEY'VE GOT. US IS.ONLY_A 

sai pea ed 
OO 

PM GOING FOR 
THE MAJOR / 


THE LEATHERY- FACED SPEAKER HALF _CLAMBERED FROM THE SLIT- TRENCH 
THEN HIS EYES WIDENEO ANDO HIS VOICE GRATED HARSHLY - 


MORE FAN O% 
AAMOS, FUld WITA, 
THE GLIDER TROOPS: 
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N CHALKY WHITE HAD ONLY oo 





BY HAGGARD-FACED CARTER ... 


TEN MEN. .-.NEVER 
HOLD’ HUNDRED YARD 
SECTOR... USELESS 
WASTE OF LIVES. GET, 
OUT OF IT, CORPORAL / 


THEY ALL. MADE IT 
“THE 


SOMEHOW 

THROUGH THE FURY OF 

GERMAN. FIRE ... INTO THE 
ETING WHITENESS OF 


OK 
YOND) PAST THE GUNS 
THE AUSTRALIANS 
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ALONG THE BATTLE-LOCKED LINE THEY STUMBLED, 
STAGGERING. LIKE MEN DRIVEN BY WILL ALONE. 
AT LAST, AN OFFICER, UNRUFELED BY -THE 
TUMULT ABOUT HIM, GAVE THEM DIRECTIONS ... 


V KEEP GOING, LADS, TILL YOU HIT THE 
NEXT ROCK CLUMP, THEN 8EAR_LEFT. 
A TRACK LEADS INTO THE HILLS 

IT?S THE ONLY WAY THE if 
GERMANS HAVE LEFT OPEN - 





WEAK FROM LOSS OF BLOOD. CLIVE CARTER: WAS. ONLY HAZILY AWAR 
REACHING THE EDGE OF THE. HILLS BUT HE DID REALISE THAT. HIS MEN 
HAO. FOUGHT BEYOND THE LIMIT OF THEIR ENDURANCE ... : 


MAKE FOR THE BEACHES 
DUE SOUTH, CORPORAL / 
THOSE MEN WOULON?T 
LAST A_MOMENT IN 
BATTLE ~~ AND. ANYWAY, 
AIRFIELD. FORCE WON'T 
tm, _ GE FAR BEHIND! 





24 





CuVvE we CARES. WAS RIGHT ~~ FOR SIX 
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THAT'S THE LAST Y GOOD WORK, 

HOURS THE BRITISH Der ENOERS OF OUR CHAPS, SIR. | DICK ~~ YOU 
SUSIE ON ~~ TAKING A HEAVY TOLL OF ! NOW MY BOYS Will rolLrow US 
THE GERMANS. FOR EVERY YARD LOST. KEEP THE KRAUTS 

BUT FINALLY SUPERIOR WEAPONS AND 


NUMBERS WERE TOO MUCH AND THE 
GENERAL RETREAT. SEGAN » . 


SY. THAT TIME, THE REMNANTS 
OF we Boke Od FIVE Rae, ener, 


GOOD . GRIEF 
Hee i 74 CHAPS LOOK 
HAD LANDES. NST THREE AS IF YOU_HADO A’, 
DAYS BEFORE... REAL. PASTING / 








-BACK WHILE YOU 
TAKE THE 
AUTOR ANAL 


WE CAUGHT ‘IT ON 
KASOVANT_ AIRFIELD'~~ 
THE JERRIES.. REALLY 
TURNED ON THE HEAT! 
ANYWAY, WE'RE UNDER 
YOUR COMMAND 
NOW, SIR J: 
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THE BEACH MARSHAL'S GAZE SEARCHED | | ALMOST AS SGON AS CLIVE CARTERS 
THE LINE OF EXHAUSTED FACES, SEEING | | MEN WERE ABOARD, THE GREAT 
THE 86D-RIMMED, STARING EYES... THE RAMP LIFTED ~- ANO THE LANDING 
TKGHT DRAWN LIPS THAT TOLD OF RAW | [CRAFT HEADED OUT TO SEA... 
BAGGED NERVES <2 Ae ANEW THAT 2 <> oa 
MEN NEAR? NICE_HOT THANKS 4 
BREAKING POINTS CUPPERTEA,} MATELOT ~~ 
THE LANDING CRAFT-IS PONGO ? 

ABOUT TO LEAVE ~~ GET 

YOUR MEN ABOARD AT. 

ONCE / WE?RE EXPECTING 

ENEMY AIR ATTACKS TC 

NOSTART ANY MINUTE - 


* 





NOT UKELY, 


CHUM ~~ THE SEA'S 
STIFF WITH JERRY 
SUBS ALL THE WAY~~ 
NO, WE'RE STECRING 
FOR MALTA f 


BACK ON CRETE, THE HARD-PRESSED DEFENDERS’ WERE 
FIGHTING A WITHDRAWAL BATTLE FROM THE AIRFIELD ~~ 
A SAVAGE, MERCILESS DUEL WHICH LASTED UNTIL THEY 
REACHED THE BEACHES, THREE DAYS LATER ...° 


YOU AUSSIES “ARE FROM 
eae NS due east 
LOT THROUGH SEVENTY- 


THAT. CRUMMY 
BUNCH OF POWDER 
: PUFF FIGHTERS ~-IF (T: 
J: HADN'T BEEN FOR - 
mwped THOSE -DOZEY JOKERS 
Tam AES} CAVING IN, WE AUSSIES 
OULD. HAVE HELO THAT 
BLOOMING AIRFIELD / 


ane 
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Chupters. NIGHT OPERATION 


THE LANDING CRAFT FROM CRETE NOW, YOU ’ORRIBLE LOT. YOuR 
OFFICER’S GOING TO HOSPITAL ~~ 
$O YOU COME UNDER MY SHELTERING 











FORCE FIVE Dt 
ARMY EFFICIENCY, THEY WERE 
BEING ORGANISED ... 


AFTER BATHING: HOT FOOD .«.. 1D _NIGHT’S. SLEEP IN_A NEARBY 
BAI CKS 5 THE MEN WHO STOOD ON PARADE--THE FOLLOWING DAY WERE 
ISABLE AS THE: MEN OF FORCE FIVE ~~ £YCEOT FOR --- 
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a : 


TME LISTLESS. HANOFUL OF MEN 
4 TT OF THE . 
DUTIES ~~ ON A -LONELY 
STRETCH OF MALTA’S COAST ; 
ROAD / AND. THEIR MORALE WENT 
EVEN LOWER / + 


ONE OF THE GLOOMY-FACE! 
MEN ‘SHRUGGED - MOODILY --- 
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TEMPERS WERE FLARING DANGEROUSLY... WELL, WELL == 2/7 /SAOT 
WHEN THE ROAR OF LORRY ENGINES THE PUSHOVER POMMIES , 
SOUNDED ALONG THE ROAD AND THREE | £2001 AMSOWVAM ARMELO ¢ 

ARMY TRUCKS PULLED Ue TO THE THE CROWS WHO BROK 
BARRIER, THE FIRST DRIVER OFFERED WHE Te GONE COT 
HIS PASS ~~ AND SUDDENLY A VOICE TOUGH ~~ AND LEFT 
EXPLOOEO DISBELIEVINGLY.. « : US. AUSSIES WV 770E 





THE ONLY EFFECT THE AUSTRALIAN’S SNEER OF CONTEMPT HAD WAS TO DEEPEN 
HE LISTLESSNESS OF THE TWO SENTRIES/ BUT CHALKY WHITE NEARLY BURST 
WITH FURY ~~ WY7/L A WEW VO/CE WHIPLASHED OUT f 





YOU COULDN'T GET BACK INTO THAT TRUCK, \. 

FIGHT YOUR WAY SOLOIER ~~ OR YOU'LL BE 

OUT OF A PAPER WOER ARREST SO FAST; 
BAG / Ee LEGS WON'T TOUCH 


(= GROUND f SENTRY, LIFT 
THAT BARRIER AND GET THE 
TRUCKS MOVING 


MISTED 
CR7ER,/ 





Phantom Force Five 

ARTLED, THE AUSTRALIAN YOU SEE, SI8. THEY YW“ WELL, THEY WON'T GET 

LIMBED ABOARD AGAIN AND UP_UNTIL THEY FIND THEIR 
THE TRUCKS MOVED OFF... IGHT J AT SELF-RESPECT AGAIN ~~ 

UNTIL. THEY KNOW THEY 


CONVALESCENT. Leave we 


BEA oJ } 
WHAT IN HEAVEN'S THEY'RE = ne ON SO_?D BETTER GET, 
/ STARTED ON EM / 


NAME IS WRONG 
WITH THE MEN > THE’ FLOOR: 
THEY TOOK THOSE 
INSULTS LIKE 

SPONGES / 


THE DISPIRITED SURVIVORS OF FORCE FIVE DID 
NOT KNOW WHAT HIT THEM AFTER “THAT / 
CLIVE CARTER TOOK OVER ~~ AND, THEIR 
FRAINING FOR BATTLE STARTED / 


FASTER f 
Ts GOT Bt 
LIKE A_LI 
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BUT SOON THE KEEN YOUNG OFFICER’S SUNS 
BEGAN. TO STRIKE ANSWERING SPARKS . 


WELL, YOU 

LOOKING» SHOULO’VE BEEN-~ 

you MUTT / | MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
A SQUAREHEAD / 





sig, Be 


ELIE 


THE DAYS PASSED; THERE / 

WAS NO STOPPING ea A sia 

Sa NING. CONSIBENCE. RELIEVE THE SENTBIES 

Bvenv DIFFICULT TASK Tey Gi. f FOR THEIR TEST, 
TERED «.. LIKE CLIFF 


eee 





E 
ES HIT ABEAM, 
YOu DonT STAND 
4 CHANCE 


FEW OUCK! ee 
vie ‘THAT; SI 
THEY? LiL SExRN je 


GOOD _ WORK, PETERS / 
CRapoly HEAR 
THING AND 
GOT RIcnAROS 
HELPLESS / 





32 Phantom Force Five 
FOR FOUR WEEKS CLIVE BEY WELL. SIR, THANKS To You if THEY’RE TOO | 





CARTER DROVE THEM=~ THEY COULD WHIP THEIR OARNED GOOD .TO 
TRAINING THEM TO WEIGHT IN WILD CATS / BE WASTED, STUCK 
PEAK ‘PHYSICAL FITNESS THERE ISN’T ANOTHER OUT HERE J VM 
AND IN EVERY ART OF OUTFIT IN THE MED TO GOING INTO H.Q. 
FIGHTING HE KNEW. AT TOUCH *EM NOW FOR TO GET °EM 
THE MONTH’S END... + TOUGHNESS AND BATTLE POSTED FOR . 
SKILL J 4 COMBAT OUTY £ 


BUT AT ARMY HEADQUARTERS IN VALETTA, CLIVE CARTER’S CONFIDENT 
HOPES WERE SHATTERED BY A COLD-EYEO STAFF OFFICER ...- 


ARE 

USELESS FOR ANYTHING 
®8UT GUARD DUTIES. PUT 
THEM _IN ACTION AGAIN ~~ 
AND THEY’?D CRACK WIDE 
LOPEN~~SO THEY’RE 

STAYING WHERE ‘THEY 

ARE / 


LIEUTENANT ~~” 
OR YOULL FIND 
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LPS, TIGHT WITH DISAPPOINTMENT, 
FCUVE SALUTED BEFORE TURNING 
AWAY... AND HE HEARD THE J 
ADJOINING DGOR OPEN BEHIND HIM. GENERAL HOLMES FROM THE 
z 5 AIRPORT TO THE MARA 
- CONFERENCE J 





QUTSIDE THE DOOR, 
CLIVE PAUSED AS HISE 
MEMORY CLICKED 
O0D_ FACTS INTO 
PLACE 


THAT MUST BE GENERAL 
SIR_PATRICK HOLMES » 
THE TOP PLANNING 
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BACK AT THE FORCE FIVE POST; CLIVE TOLD] | BLAZING ANGER BOILED IN THE YOUNG 

CHALKY, WHITE OF HIS FAILURE... AND }OFFICER’S HEART ~~ THIS WAS THE 

FOUND THE USUALLY CHEERFUL CORPORAL FINAL INSULT TO FORCE FIVE! THEN 

W THE OEPTHS OF DESPONDENCY . SUDDENLY_IT WAS GONE ~~ W/7S5 
PLACE FLASHEO INSPIRATION | 
THAT ALMOST FOBK 411s 
SREATH Atay 7 


TONIGHT. SEEMS THERE’S | | CORPORAL, MAYBE "YOUR \ | 





THE END, , / SOME V.L.P. VISITING MALTA “PRAYERS wiLi- BE ANSWERED. 
CORPORAL. GET THE MEN AND KIT READY 
TO MOVE OUT ~~ AE"RE 
| ALMOST WISH SOMETHING GOING ON A_MWGHT 
~_WOULD ‘HAPPEN TO HIM / 4 


THE SECURITY PRECAUTIONS FOR GENERAL HOLMES’ VISIT HAO BEEN WORKED 
OUT TO THE LAST DETA FHAT NIGHT, WHEN AN R.A.F. DAKOTA LANDED, 
1T WAS IMMEDIATELY SURROUNDED 


# EVENING, COLONEL ~~ 
YOU SEEM TO 8E 1 
EXPECTING TROUBLE - 


WERE READY 

FOR ANYTHING , 

SIR’ WELCOME 
TO MALTA / 
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A WAITING STAFF CAR . 
WHISKED THE GENERAL AND WHEN THE GENERAL 


AWAY AND PURRED : 4 GOES THROUGH, YOU 
TOWARDS THE AIRFIELD A a a BONEHEADS SNAP TO 
GATES, WHERE Two 7 THE PRESENT 
BRAWNY AUSTRALIAN : SMARTL OP? /%LL 
SENTRIES WAITED... - F; : " AVE “you / 





eer THE CAR SLID SMOOTHLY THROUGH 
THE OPEN GATES...TWO SILENT SHAPES 


ORIFTEO. FROM THE SHADOWS BEHIND THE 
SENTRIES ... AWD STRUCK SWIE7TLY 


:AND THE NET CRUMPLED 
WiTHOUT A SOUND 
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_ 
LIGHTNING FAST, THE ATTACKERS. fN 
SPRANG ~~ THE REAR DOORS OF 
JHE CAR WERE WRENCHED OPEN+ 
ANO THEY LEAPED INSIDE ..-. 


<\(Tme 


FIFTY YAROS FROM “THE. AIRFIELD AN - 
UNSUSPECTING ARMOURED CAR AND 
MOTOR CYCLE ESCORT MOVED AWAY 
IN. FRONT OF THE STAFF CAR ~~ 

8UT NOT FOR LONG 


DON’T MOVE, & 
GENERAL J: 


re Pe 
“aay URN RIGHT 

| HERE ~~ AND 

START 

SPEEDING / 
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THE CAR SWEPT: ROUND... AND STREAKED DOWN 
THE SIDE ROAD. TWO...THREE MILES FARTHER ON. 
IT STOPPED ~~ ANO THE LUCKLESS DRIVER WAS 
FORCED OUT... pesos - ~~ 
EZ NEARING BRITISH 
UNIFORMS , TOO,! YOU 





THEN THE VEHICLE WAS HURTLING 
AWAY AGAIN ~~ TWISTING. AND. : ; ‘You 
SCREAMING AROUND TIGHT BENDS... : 0 0a 
BUT ALWAYS HEADING SOUTH ~~ 2 P NUMBER 
"HE COAST? FINALLY IT TWO, BLINDFOLD THE 
HALTED AGAIN=~ANO GENERAL HOLMES mae GENERAL FOR THE 
HEARD HIS CAPTORS FAULTLESS: 
ENGLISH ONCE MORE 
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THE. GENERAL'S’ PROTESTS DIED ON HiS LIPS...THERE 
WAS AN INFLEXIBLE STEEL TONE IN THAT COMMAND 
WHICH -MADE ANY ARGUMENT USELESS. FIRMLY HE 
WAS LIFTED OVER THE EDGE ... 






DOWN, DOWN WENT THE GENERAL, OV WHAT; 
WOULD AUVE BEEN A MIGHT MARE . wairFOR “Tha 
VOURMEY A= ME HAD NOT FELT THAT fe OTHER TWO, THEN 
THERE WERE STRONG HANOS ALL i FOLLOW US ! 
AROUND Hiht, READY FOR HS : ee 

SL/GH7TEST SLIP. AT LAST ..-- eee 
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FOR :THE NEXT SIX HOURS, THE BLINDFOLDED GENERAL COULD ONLY SIT AND 
HANG ON TO THE SIDES OF THE FRAIL CANOE AS IT WAS BUFFETED AND 
BEATEN 6Y fE CHOPPING WAVES . 


+.:.AND NOT ONCE DID A VOICE BREAK 
THE SILENCE, FOR ALL THE LEADER'S 
ORDERS WERE GIVEN BY HAND / 


WW WELL-DRILLED FORMATION, THE SLIM 
CRAFT CAME INTO A SANDY SHORE ~~ 
AND GROUNDED, GRATING SOFTLY ... 


be 
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THERE WAS A NARROW, xf = Mos’ 

STEEPLY GRADED PATH \ Oe ae 

FACE. SUREFOOTED. AND ‘Uh, Cee 
~ SUREF : , c M 

SOUNDLESSLY, THE ; GENERAL 

LEADER GUIDED THE 

STRANGELY TIED 

GROUP UPWARDS «.. 






FOR ALMOST A_MILE ‘THEY SLIPPED THE DECOY Laps ¢ 
THROUGH THE DARKNESS ~~ UNTIL THE - 4 HAVE GOT TO MAKE 
LEADER’S LIFTED HAND HALTED THEM 
ANO THREE OF THE RAIDERS PRIFTED 
AWAY «es 
YET NOT STA! 
‘EM SHOOTING / J 
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THE TWO GUARDS REACHED THE END OF THEIR HUNDRED” ARO: PEAT ~~ 
NN SOFT SCRAPING SOUNDS CAUGHT -THEIR ALERT - EAR! 


+P? NN rep, | HEARD Seog : ied 


“SOMETHING’S IT +~ BUT IT WAS An 


N Lid 





UNCERTAINLY THEY HESITATEO~~ f= 
ANO THEN THE RAIDERS ACTEO. 


ING THEMSELVES 
UE s0es 


tee sORUSLING STAND. WAKING 
HUMAN BHOGE QVER THE 
“enous TEARING | CARES | f. 
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WITHIN TEN SECONDS, THE NOISES OECOYING THE 
GUARDS HAD’ GONE ~~ SO HAO THE HUMAN SRIDOGE 
AND. THE GENERAL WAS STEPPING THROUGH THE 
LARGE FRENCH WINDOWS OF THE HOUSE ... 





SOME SECURITY 


WALLAH NEEOS 
goss OFF Ce 


GENERAL HOLMES FECT THE GREAT _SCOTT> 
Pg py WHERE THE DICKENS 


VAS Goer THE ROOM 
GRALIANT WITH 


Gazzine 4/GHT / . 


THIS Is YouR V: 
DESTINATION, SIR, 
THE CONFERENCE 
ROOM AT. MARA == 

ANO_{_ AM » 
LIEUTENANT CARTER 
ANOING 
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THE. GENERAL'S PIERCING EYES BORED 
INTO CLIVE’S ~~ AND THE YOUNG OFFICER 
PALED AT THE BLAZING WRATH BUILDING 
IN THE OTHER MAN’S FACE... 


ME WITHA 4 
WEAPON ~- ALL FOR a 


~ ff 
(i 
i 


rd 


SOMETHING IN.CLIVE’S GRIMLY DETERMINED 
LOOK MADE THE GENERAL’ NOD ~~ AND HE ~ 
BEGAN TO HEAR THE FULL_STORY OF FORCE 
FIVE ... FROM LANOING IN CRETE TO ITS ‘ 
SURVIVORS’ SHAME IN MALTA. SLOWLY HIS 
FACE SOFTENED ... 


WITH RESPECTS, sir! ouR 
GUNS ARE EMPTY ~~ HERE’S 
MINE TO PROVE IT~~AND IT 
WAS ANYTHING BUT A 

PRANK / WILL YOU _LET | 

ME EXPLAIN, SIR > 


eS 


<.. THAT'S IT, SIR. YOU SEE, 
WE HAD ‘TO PROVE WE WERE 
NOT A WRITE-OFF / WE CAN 
‘STILL HELP ENGLAND AGAINST, 
HER ENEMIES! A, 





ONLY TEN MEN ~~ AND 
YOU GOT ME HERE 


WHILE 
BE IN 


THE ISLAND MUST 
AN_UPROAR ! * 


YOU'VE PROVED IT ALL , 47 
RIGHT, MISTER CARTER. /Y 
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FOR TEP.SION FILLEO MOMENTS THE GENERAL. TURNED TO THE LARGE . 
ED Ee WALL MAP BEHIND HIM ... 
THOUGHT. en 


THE REASON | AM HERE IS TO “GH 
ASSAULT ON THE SUEZ CANAL THE 
SS. yi 
IT WAS A DARING PLAN =~ =] | ATTACK WILL PROBABLY COME FROM 
MAGNIFICENTLY CARRIED OUT / AND CRETE ~~AND WILL BE PLANNED BY 
FIELD MARSHAL VON _FLAGENHOST, (4 
HITLER?S CLEVEREST “TACTICAL 
SCHEMER / 





‘ar THE MOMENT Seed GERMANS WANS rad A 


STRONG GARRISON IN CRETE ~ 
WVAS/ON &f VON Be oe Sa is 


AND THE SUEZN 
ATTACK SCHEME 
WCULO GE IN 
TROUBLES. SIR 
WHEN DO we? 

START P 
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MOVED SWIFTLY AFTER THAT. 

FCTY-EIGHT HOURS THE “FORCE 
eME* MEN WORKED FLAT OUT, 
PREPARING FOR THEIR TASI<. FINALLY 
THEY WERE READY AND AT DUSK THEY 
BOARDED A SUBMARINE IN VALETTA 
HARBOUR ... 


PUT THAT PACK 
DOWN LIGHTLY, 
MMi On”? 


FOR A NIGHT ANO DAY THE SUBMERGEO REMY INTELLIGENCE REPORTS THAT THE 
SEA WOLF SLID THROUGH THE’SEA’S (BF FIELD MARSHAL WILL BE TRAVELLING 
GREEN DEPTHS ~-WHILE THE MEN OF ON THE BELFONTO ROAD TONIGHT . 
“FORCE FIVE* WERE BRIEFED WITH fg WELL HIT HIM AND HIS ESCORT: 
THEIR PLANS ONCE AGAIN. vad GROUP AT ABOUT MIDNIGHT WHERE 

De aneras roe —> PVE SHOWN ‘YOU ON THE MAP. 


ANDO VLG 
SURFACE TO 
PICK ‘YOU ALL ‘ 
uP AN HOUR 1 IW 
BEFORE DAWN! fi. 
why 








BLACKNESS CLOAKED THE SEA 
AS THE SUBMARINE SURFACED 
A_MILE FROM THE SOUTHERN 
COAST OF ITALY. RUBBER 

DINGHIES WERE UNLOADED ..-- 
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ay JUST DON'T FORGET Y 
=] TO COME BACK FOR 
Regi US» SAILOR ~~ WE'LL 
00 THE REST / 


. GET EM HIGH 

ANO DRY OR THE 

FIDE’LL FLOAT ‘THEM 
QUT TO SEA / 
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ONCE OFF THE BEACH’ THEY STRUCK INLAND FOR 
NEARLY TWO HOURS BEFORE CLIVE SIGNALLED A 
HALT ~~ THEIR OBJECTIVE LAY BEFORE THEM... 





THIS IS IT, 
CORPORAL ~~ GET THE 
f CHARGES SET UNDER 
THAT 8RIDGE WHILE 
WE STRING THE 


LIKE A PERFECTLY ORULLED TEAM THE 

RAIDERS GOT TO: WORK SMOOTHLY AND 
SOUNDLESSLY. WHEN THEY HAD_ FINISHED, 
THE WAITING BEGAN ~~ AN HOUR 
TWO ...ANO THEN ... 


HERE THEY COME, 
SIR ~~ AND MOTOR 
CYCLES LEADING 

‘EM AS WE , 

RECKONED - 
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ENGINES ‘ROARING, THE GERMAN’ MOTOR CYCLES. SWEPT UNDER THE BRIOGE, 
FOLLOWED GY TWO SMALL, ARMOURED VEHICLES ~~ AND A_ MERCEDES _STALF 
CARS THEN THE BLACKNESS WAS RiP; EO: ALAR, oY EVE 
Seine FLAME /. 





WMI OEVASTATING FURY THE AALTEN + 


FORCE FIVE* RAIDERS Cae bers Ao: beeesice: eircue 


“HE STARTS , 
SHOOTING ¢ 
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VON FLAGENHOST’S HAND FROZE OVER THE LUGER MM -AT YOUR SERVICE, 
W HIS BELT AS THE HUNGRY BLACK MUZZLE. OF FIELD. MARSHAL ~~ 
CLIVE'S AUTOMATIC PISTOL GAPED UNDER His A f 





¥ 
LLL gy 


CELA 


a SHORT ANDO SWEET, Be 

M SIR ~~WHAT'LL WE }/ 
DO WITH THE . 
JERRY CARS F 


CLIMB ABOARD 
AND FCLLO 
MAYBE WELL NEED 
TO SHOOT OUR WAY 
BACK TO THE 
BEACH / 
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THE MERCEDES ‘AND ITS ESCORT MOVED OFF PVE ALWAYS WANTED 
BUT STHIS TIME OOWN THE RIGHT HANO FORK! AS TO READ THE LIFE 
THEY ‘STREAKED ALONG, CLIVE BEGAN EXAMINING STORY OF A_ TOP 

* THE BRIEF CASE... RANK NAZI ! 






i? 2 ae 


ae 


—— 
LS 






YT FA 
PAPERS ~~AWO Uf 
g 


GREAT. GLORY ~~ 1:CAN"7T_ READ 
GERMAN ~~ BUT THIS IS OBVIOUS if 
THE SERRIES ARE LAUNCHING 
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AT ONCE CLIVE HALTED THE -..SO THAT’S IT/ BY THE TIME 
VEHICLES ... AND CeAVECY Ee Sul 


TOLD “FORCE FIVE* OF THE 
GERMAN PLANS 


Lae 


AN UNANIMOUS EAGER CHORUS WAS HIS ANSWER ~~ 
AND ALL THAT CLIVE- NEEDED / HE, GRINNED ... 
oe : OE 
IGHT ! THE V.1.P. PENNANT YZ 
ON THE STAFF CAR WILL LZ 
BLUFF QUR WAY. 
GUAROS ~- BUT WELL HAV! 
‘FO FIGHT TO GET OUT / 
Zz Go” 


e7°S 





32. Phantom Force Five 


SOON AFTERWARDS A SWEEPING ° 

SEARCHLIGHT MOUNTED ASOVE THE By 1S THE FIELD 

GATES OF BELFONTO AIRFIELD MARSHAL / SWITCH OFF, 

STABBED ALONG THE APPROACH QUMPKOPF ~~ YOULL , 

ROAD ~-AND FOUND. THREE VEHICLES DAZZLE THE ORIVER ! 

RACING TOWARDS THE GATES :.. GATE GUARD, OPEN f= 
- — UP AT ONCE / 
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WITH THE MERCEDES BETWEEN -THEM >» 
THE ESCORT CARS HURTLED OOWN THE 
TARMAC ~~ ANDO QPENEOD UP WTH 
EIERY GUN ++ 


22+ FLAMING ‘TRACER LANCED INTO) 
THE FARKED TROOP CARRIERS f - 
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SPRAYING STREAMS OF RED-HOT LEAD TO 
RIGHT AND LEFT, THE RAIDERS ROARED ON 
DOWN THE RUNWAY .. 








THE MAIN RUNWAY BEHIND THEM WAS LINED WITH BURNING, EXPLODING ' PLANES 
AS THEY SWUNG RIGHT ~~ ANDO MORE TROOP CARRIERS WAITED, FAT AND’ | 


HELPLESS ««. ' 





wy SLAM IT INTO °EM/ 
THE JERRIES WILL GET 
OVER THEIR SURPRISE 
FAST~~AND THEN WE’LL 
BE IN THE MIDOLE OF 
Ss THEIR FIRE / 
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ALMOST AT ONCE GERMAN GUNS THEY ‘HAVEN’T FULLY 
OPENED UP_ FROM EVERY DIRECTION~~f CAUGHT ON YET ~~ _ 
BUT FEW OF THEM REALLY KNEW WE CAN STILL 
WHAT WAS GOING ON.-. AND THEY PASTE °EM WHILE 
WERE SHOOTING BLINDLY .-. THEY'RE GROGGY / 





THEN CHALKY SAW _A HUGE PETROL 
BOWSER SCUTTLING AWAY FROM 
THE TRACK AHEAD ... 


LEFT... LEFT... 
THAT'S IT ..s 
PURE 
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BY NOW THE WHOLE AIRFIELD WAS UT AS F SY DAYLIGHT FROM THE FLAMING 





SET THE HAND 
THROTTLE ~~ AIM : 
STRAIGHT-- AND GET B 

OVER TO MY 

VEHICLE / 


A FEW SECONDS LATER, THE bf Y Cy WHEEL RIGHT ~~ 
ORIVERLESS MERCEDES STREAKED’ y G; WE’VE GOT YO BE 
AWAY ~~ LOADED WITH ALL. 4 Ly WELL CLEAR WHEN 
THE 2 LABEgS. XL OSE y (YY) iT HITS J 
HARGES ‘ 
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LIKE A MIGHTY BATTERING 
RAM;. THE MERCEDES CRASHED 
NTO THE CONTROL ‘BUILDINGS ~~ 
AND BLEW UP WIT SkY- 
SPL/7; Lave. THUNDER f 


YOU SHOULO SEE 
* YOUR Cantos 


NO’ 

| RECKON THAT You 
AND YOUR DRIVER 
IN THE OTHER CAR 
ARE BETTER OFF 


EVERYWHERE GERMAN GUNS WERE CHATTERING, TRYING ye PIN DOWN THE 
ELUSIVE RAIDERS WHO HAD TURNED THE AIR O INTO _A_GRAVEYARD OF 
FL. SHROUDED PLANES. TOUGH PARATROOPS WERE FORMING DEFENC 


THEY'RE READY 
FOR US, LADS ~~ 
BUT, BY THUNOER, 
WELL. SLAM OUR 
WAY THROUGH / 
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ALREADY SEVERAL OF THE RAIDERS HAD = LOOK, SIR ~~ 
BEEN SLIGHTLY WOUNDED ~~ BUT AT THAT : THEY'VE GOT 
MOMENT LUCK SEEMED TO OESERT THEM... NOMBER TWO'S 
ANDO OISASTER POUNCED /  ORVER f 





THEY ’RE 
STOPPING, BUT 
WE’RE NOT 


IN A TIGHT, SKIDDING TURN, CLIVE’S TEN SECONDS TO GET 
VEHICLE CIRCLED BACK TO THE MOVING, CORPORAL ~- OR 
ANO ‘Oh WELL BOTH HAVE HAD 

iT. THEY OUTNUMBER 

US TWENTY TO ONE / 
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THE MACHINE GUNS STUTTERED 
| SAVAGELY ~~ THEN THE GERMANS 

WERE TOO CLOSE.’ IN A GREY - 

CLAD’ WAVE THEY FLOODED 





AGAINST ‘THE. CAR 


REMEMBER 
KASOVANW/ , 
FORCE 

FIVE (fF 
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THAT NAME RANG OUT ASove THE |/THAT’S FOR\ AFTER THIS 
CLASHING, SLASHING MELEE LIKE Al{ THE PALS WE ) YOU” APES WILL 
BATTLE CRY¥ee AND THE MEN 


\ LEFT IN NEVER FORGET 
OF “CORTE LF. “ SEEMED N .KASOVANI / © 
é 


THEN A YELL CAME FROM CHALKY WHITE MAKE FOR 
‘AND HIS ENGINE BURST INTO LIFE _AGAIN.. THE GATES ~~ 
CLIVE SNAPPEO AN ORDER ~~ AND BQTH 

CARS ACCELERATED FORWARD - ‘ 
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LEAD WHINED. THROUGH THE NIGHT 
ABOUT THEM AS THEY RACED 
BETWEEN BURNING PLANES ~~ 
AND SAW THE GATES ~~CLOSEO / 
8U7 FORCE FIVE* WERE 
STOPPING FOR NOTHING $ 


ue : as 





THE CARS FLED INTO IF ANY MAN HAD 
THE CONCEALING SAID WE'D COME OUT 
DARKNESS...ANO FOR OF THAT ALIVE, PD 
ONE BRIEF SECOND, HAVE SAID HE’ WAS 
CLIVE LOOKED BACK..4 - CRAZY «= AND -HE 

. WOULD BE / 
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AN HOUR AFTERWARDS THEY REJOINED THEIR By 
ORIGINAL ESCAPE ROUTE -- WHICH LED THEM 





‘ THE DINGHIES ARE 
ALL RIGHT, CORPORAL ~~ YZ 


NOBODY _HAS SPOTTED Gye 


‘YOU KNOW, SIR~~ 
AFTER THAT BARNEY 
BACK THERE | FEEL 
DARNED NEARLY 

FIT ENOUGH TO 

SWIM _ ALL THE, 

FLIPPING WAY / 


THEY HAD TO ABANDON THE PITY ABOUT THEM 
BATTERED ESCORT CARS. LITTLE BATTLE WAGONS, 7 
RATHER REGRETFULLY THEY SIR~~THEY WERE JUST WELL, THEY’VE 
DROVE THEM INTO THE SEA. THE JOB, JERRY , 4 GIVEN ME A FEW 
MADE OR NOT. IDEAS FOR FIXING 
UP SOME JEEPS ~~ 
FOR OUR NEXT, 
MISSION 7 
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Zw OTE 
THEY PADDLED THE RUBBER BOATS OUT ¢ ; 
FROM THE BEACH TOWARDS THE ij (See NOU GOT 
RENDEZVOUS WITH THE SUBMARINE. RIGHT YOUR MAN. GOOD 
ON TIME, THE UGLY GREY SHAPE BROKE WORK! ohiy Foe 
THE SURFACE ... — iy AND’ GAMES > 





WE WERE DIVERTED 
SLIGHTLY, BUT 
S@\ NOTHING SERIOUS / 


ONCE THE RAIDERS WERE ABOARD, THE NAVAL COMMANDER HEARD THE FIRST 
NEWS OF THE AIRFIELD ATTACK ~~4@OM FIELD MARSHAL VON FLAGENWAOST, 


YOU CAPTURE ME, THEN ATTACK AN 
AIRFIELD SWARMING WITH A DIVISION 
OF GERMANY’S FINEST TROOPS / YOU 
WRECK A HUNDRED AIRCRAFT, RUINING 
MY PLANS TO INVADE THE SUEZ 
CANAL ~~ 40. YOU SAY /7 WAS 

A SLIGHT DIVERSION! YOU 
ENGCLANDERS ARE 
CRAZY / 


Se 
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SHORTLY AFTERWARDS, THE STILL ASTOUNDEOD SUBMARINE COMMANDER SENT 
CLIVE’S REPORT TO MALTA BY RADIO ~~ AND WITHIN AN HOUR IT WAS IN 
THE HANOS OF GENERAL SIR PATRICK HOLMES ... 


fy GENTLEMEN~~THIS IS NEWS BEYOND 
OUR WILDEST HOPES. THE SUEZ CANAL 
IS SAFE ~~A GERMAN ATTACK HAS BEEN 
THWARTED BY THE HANDFUL OF MEN 
KNOWN AS “FORCE FIVE*. THOSE 
GALLANT FIGHTERS HAVE SAVED 


J BRITAIN’S VITAL SUPPLY LINE ~~ AND 





\ 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 43—THREE... TWO... 
ONE. 


No. 40—PATHFINDER 


PICLGRE 
RABRARY 3 
Noa 


At five hundred feet the Lancaster 
thundered across one of the most 
heavily defended targets in Europe. 
What made a pilot risk all with such a 
fantastic act ? 


f PICTURE 


UiBRSRY 


As the engineer groped with delicate 


fingers at the heart of the terrible land 
mine, there were only seconds between 
him and eternity. The slightest hesi- 
tation... one tiny slip... 


ALSO ON SALE NOW:—No. 41—RED CROSS OF COURAGE 
Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY titles on sale 


April 4th, are :— 
No. 44—RAVEN OVER BERLIN 


No. 45—THE PRICE OF FREEDOM 


No. 446—OPERATION FURY 
No. 47—THE GREEN HELL 





ACTION ... IN THE FLAK-TORN SKIES! 


AIR ACE 
PICTURE LIBRARY 


TWO GREAT THRILLERS OF WAR IN THE AIR 


No. 5—SKY HIGH No. 6—MACGREGOR’S CREW 


= MACGREGORS | 


Four guns blazing in defence of a Lan- Action and excitement in this story of 

caster battling towards its target... a bomber-team who proved themselves 

and the man in the tail is a man they the finest of them all . . . when the 

said was ‘‘ too scared to fly |" testing-time came for MacGregor’s 
Crew ! 


AIR ACE PICTURE LIBRARY 


BOTH ISSUES ON SALE MARCH 2ist 
MAKE SURE — ASK FOR THEM NOW! 





